
March 2, 2006
The Four-W ay Test

Of the things we think, say or do:

1.Is it the Truth?

2.Is it Fair to all concerned?

3.Will it Build Goodwill
and Better Friendships?

4.Will it be Beneficial
to All concerned?

This W eek:
Capt. John R. Wheeler
Department of Defense

Next Week:
to be announced

Lord, help us to realize that we are what we repeatedly do
and that excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit. Amen.

adapted from a quote by Aristotle
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·  For Information regarding the Clearwater/Feather Sound Rotary Club,
please call Gordon Moore, Paragon Insurance at (727) 576-5667.

·  Send all club correspondence to P.O. Box 17224, Clearwater, FL 33762-0224.

·  To have information printed in Feather Soundings please contact Dana Fluet at (727) 489-5228.
Articles and requests may be e-mailed to dfluet@tampabay.rr.com.

Club Information
Birthdays Rotary Anniversaries Wedding Anniversaries

Notable Dates:
03/10-11 Multi-District PETS - for all Florida’s Club Presidents-Elect in Orlando

register now at www.rotaryfloridapets.org for PETS and hotel room for $105/night

03/18 Rotary “Day at the Races” - Tampa Bay Downs - More Info to come...

04/08 District Assembly - locaition to be announced

04/15 2005-2006 Presidential Citations Due - send completed package to DG David West -
for more information go to “2005-06 Materials” in the Downloads section of www.rotary..org

05/11-13 District Conference - Saddlebrook Resort - More Info to come...

06/11-14 RI Convention - Malmö, Sweden and Copenhagen, Denmark

Fifty/Fif ty Lucky Card:

the Joker!

Lexey Covell 3/24  Bob Garrett 3/22

ABOUT ROTARY...
Rotary is a worldwide organization of business and professional leaders

that provides humanitarian service, encourages high ethical standards in all vocations,
and helps build goodwill and peace in the world.
Approximately 1.2 million Rotarians belong to

more than 31,000 Rotary clubs located in 167 countries.

Thank you to Last W eek’s Guest S peaker:
Herb Thomp son .............................. TPI Consulting Services



Rotary News
BRICK BY BRICK
BY BETTINA KOZLOWSKI, ROTARY INTERNATIONAL NEWS, 1 MARCH 2006

Rebuilding after the December 2004 tsunami that devastated southeast Asia will not happen
in one momentous event. Rotarians Elias Thomas III and Mark Little know it will happen,
instead, person by person and brick by brick.

Not content with sending checks for tsunami relief, Thomas, a past governor from the Rotary
club of South Berwick, Massachusetts, USA, and Little, from the Rotary club of Norwich St.
Edmund, Norfolk, England, decided they wanted to help build a village in India for tsunami
victims. The village, called Pannithittu, is located on the coast of south India's state of
Pondicherry. Pannithittu has become the first new permanent village for families left homeless by
the tsunami in India.

Thomas and Little first learned about plans to build Pannithittu in April 2005 during their
first tsunami mission in India. Arriving with nearly US$175,000 in seed money from Rotarians in
England, and the United States, the two friends hoped to roll up their sleeves and join the rebuild-
ing efforts of Project Hope. Swami Chidanand Saraswati, a revered spiritual leader and humani-
tarian activist, heads the initiative to rebuild post-tsunami communities in India.

Construction of Pannihittu was delayed, however. "It took cutting through a lot of red tape to
get the permission to build from the local authorities," says Little from his home in Norwich.
"There was no land available for building the village."

It wasn't until January 2006 that Little and Thomas could lay their own eyes and hands on the
construction of Pannithittu.

After finally getting the green light from local authorities, Project Hope workers in only four
months had nearly completed building the 100 homes.

When they arrived to haul granite and bricks, Little and Thomas were greeted by some of the
Pannithittu's new residents, who had placed Rotary International plaques on the wall of each
house.

The Indian construction crew was a bit stunned to see Thomas, Little and a friend of Little's
toiling around the clock alongside the locals, assisted only by a handful of teenage Indian
Rotaractors.

"They thought: 'What are these bizarre strangers doing here, leaving their jobs behind to
scrape the soil and haul granite on the other side of the world?' " says Thomas.

The ice broke, however, when Little showed his Indian colleagues photos of Thomas with the
originator of Panithittu, the revered swami. "That brought us their respect," says Little. "It opened
their eyes to why we were here."

Little and Thomas are proud of the modern features of the 100 homes in Pannithittu. Each
home features modern plumbing, a well, and separate areas for kitchens and bedrooms.

The two friends saw more than brick and mortar as evidence of their hard labor. During their
first tsunami mission, Thomas and Little helped Project Hope build an orphanage in Cuddalore,
India, which Rotarians from the United States, England, and India helped finance.



Your business card here?

This is space available.
See Lexey or Dana.


