
October 20, 2005
The Four-W ay Test

Of the things we think, say or do:

1.Is it the Truth?

2.Is it Fair to all concerned?

3.Will it Build Goodwill
and Better Friendships?

4.Will it be Beneficial
to All concerned?

This W eek:
Bill Buttner

“Learn to Play Golf from a Pro who Played for a Living”

Next Week:
Dale Person

Project Bridge Workforce Specialist

Lord, as Hurricane Wilma reminds us of all the devastation and suffering in the world,
we ask that You provide protection, strength and courage to those in harm’s way.  Amen.
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·  For Information regarding the Clearwater/Feather Sound Rotary Club,
please call Gordon Moore, Paragon Insurance at (727) 576-5667.

·  Send all club correspondence to P.O. Box 17224, Clearwater, FL 33762-0224.

·  To have information printed in Feather Soundings please contact Dana Fluet at (727) 489-5228.
Articles and requests may be e-mailed to dfluet@tampabay.rr.com.

Club Information
Birthdays Rotary Anniversaries Wedding Anniversaries

Notable Dates:
10/27 Gateway Chamber of Commerce Mixer - 6:30 PM at

Raymond James Financial - details to be announced

11/01 Charter Night Celebration for the San Antonio and Wesley Chapel clubs,
6:30 PM at Tampa Bay Golf and Country Club, $35.00, RSVP by 10/25

03/10-11 Multi-District PETS - for all Florida’s Club Presidents-Elect in Orlando

03/18 Rotary “Day at the Races” - Tampa Bay Downs

04/08 District Assembly - locaition to be announced

05/11-13 District Conference - Saddlebrook Resort

06/11-14 RI Convention - Malmö, Sweden and Copenhagen, Denmark

Fifty/Fif ty Lucky Card:

the Joker!

Dick Bolster 11/19 Jaime Pino 10/19
Dana Fluet 11/11

Gordon Moore 11/14

Bob & Betty Garrett 10/14

Thank you to Last W eek’s Guest s:
Alvina Moore Rotary Club of Clearwater East

Jon Tuft Rotary Club of Seminole Lake



Rotary News
SOUTH ASIA OPTIMISTIC ABOUT ENDING POLIO AS TENS OF MILLIONS IMMUNIZED
BY VUKONI LUPA-LASAGA, ROTARY INTERNATIONAL NEWS, 12 OCTOBER 2005

South Asia's three polio-endemic countries held polio immunization campaigns aimed at reaching tens
of millions of children in September.

In Afghanistan, seven million were targeted during nationwide immunizations in the first week of the
month. Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz of neighboring Pakistan launched the latest round of National Immuni-
zation Days on 27 September. On 25 September, India launched intensive Subnational Immunization Days
in high-risk areas.

In all three countries, especially India, government officials and representatives of the Global Polio
Eradication Initiative are optimistic that they are close to halting the spread of the poliovirus.

"We are faced with the best case ever for the interruption of polio in India," says Deepak Kapur, chair
of the India National PolioPlus Committee. "From what we can tell, India could be free of polio by the end
of this year."

Kapur says that the oral polio vaccine was administered to children first at centrally located centers and
then house-to-house in the least accessible neighborhoods.

"The main target was to reach 100 percent of the children in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh," he says.
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh states carry the bulk of polio cases reported so far this year, with 12 and 18

children, respectively, infected. Only three cases have occurred elsewhere: Delhi, Jharkand, and
Uttaranchal.

"But even this is an artificial [description]," says Kapur. "Delhi is right next door to Uttar Pradesh, and
before they were created into new states, Uttaranchal and Jharkhand were part of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.
People are related across state borders and they move freely. So, in reality, polio now occurs in only two
clusters. That becomes clear when you look at a polio surveillance map."

In Uttar Pradesh, the polio cases are mostly confined to five administrative districts, Kapur explains.
That would be thanks to a heightened awareness of the stakes among governments of infected states

and a redirection of resources where they are most needed. For example, in the most recent subnational
campaigns, state officials and civil servants were closely involved with mobilization and immunization
activities, alongside religious and civic leaders.

"We [the India National PolioPlus Committee] are putting 90 percent of our resources toward polio
immunization activities in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh," say Kapur. "One big initiative is to have polio
mobilizers - essentially volunteers, both Rotarians and others - go into communities where there is still
significant resistance to immunization."

Fortunately, the nature of resistance to polio has been changing, according to Kapur. For a long time,
many parents who opposed having their children immunized were reacting mostly to fears created by
rumors that the oral polio vaccine would cause sterility.

"Now, the resistance is from repeated immunizations," he explains. "It is more passive. Now, [reluctant
parents] would say: 'No, our kids have already received several rounds of the vaccine. Why are you giving
them more drops?'"

"But delivery [of vaccine] is still a big problem, especially in Bihar, which is a poor state," says Kapur.
"Still, where we have reached, surveillance medical officers are confident that we have achieved near-
universal, considerable coverage. Only about 6 percent of children are not yet reached during immuniza-
tions."
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