
April 5, 2005
The Four-Way Test:

1.Is it the Truth?

2.Is it Fair to all concerned?

3.Will it Build Goodwill
and Better Friendships?

4.Will it be Beneficial to All
concerned?

This W eek:
Doug Bishop

State Farm Insurance
“Homeowner’s Insurance in Florida”

Next Week:
to be announced

Lord, help us remain aware that happiness is not having what you want
but wanting what you have. Amen.

adapted from a quote by Rabbi H. Schachtel
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Program and Greeter Assignment s:
April, 2005 “Centennial Volunteers” Gail Kasson and Julio Vega
May, 2005 Herb Larson

June, 2005 “Rotary Fellowships” Dana Fluet

·  For Information regarding the Clearwater/Feather Sound Rotary Club,
please call Marty Johnstone at (727) 571-4179.

·  Send all club correspondence to P.O. Box 17224, Clearwater, FL 33762-0224.

·  To have information printed in Feather Soundings please contact Dana Fluet at (727) 489-5228.
Articles and requests may be e-mailed to dfluet@tampabay.rr.com or faxed to (727) 442-0820.

Club Information
Birthdays Rotary Anniversaries Wedding Anniversaries

Lexey Covell 3/24
Jaime Pino 4/16
Dana Fluet 4/22

Julio & Carmen Vega 3/11

Notable Dates:
05/19-22 District Conference - Cruise to the Bahamas

06/18-22 Rotary International Convention - Chicago, IL, USA

Excuses, Excuses...
"An excuse is worse and more terrible than a lie,

for an excuse is a lie guarded."

-- Pope John Paul II

Fifty/Fif ty Lucky Card:

the Joker!



Rotary News
ARGENTINA MATCHING GRANT UPDATE
BY VIVIAN FIORE

EVANSTON, IL, USA — 22 MARCH 2005
Our AG Michael Whelan recently took a trip to Argentina and checked the status of our matching grant

project to help the medical clinic in the town of Allen. That was the home of the GSE team leader, Sergio,
who visited our District. Here are Mike's observations:

As for the clinic - The clinic is all that it was represented to be. Its greatest health problems, in my eyes,
are the flies and the dirt. (Because of flies, they leave as many lights off as possible). The windows are
broken. There are no funds and no trained maintenance people to do maintenance and so the many problems
go unfixed. Paint is peeling; wiring exposed; any, and practically all, metal door handles have been literally
ripped from the doors to recovery rooms, I suppose for resale by a thief. There is no a/c, bathrooms stink,
pretty much no hot water etc.

The Clinic has 9 recovery rooms, 3 beds per room. One maternity recovery room, one pediatric room,
the seven others are general recovery. The birthing room was an 8x12 poorly lit by a single exposed hanging
light bulb, crowded and dingy box of a space. We did not see the surgery room as it was in use when we
were there.

The Clinic is located (as is Allen) in a very fertile valley that stretches the entire width of the country I
am told. Apples, peaches and wine grapes are the primary crops raised in the valley and migrant workers
harvest the fruit. Some 30,000 migrant workers live in the Allen area year round. During the harvest that
number swells to over 80,000. 10% of these folks have no means of support at all for any number of
reasons. 20% have some subsistence but are under their country’s poverty level.

The clinic is a state run facility but because of no political standing, the poor of the area are left pretty
much, to fend for themselves. All the state seems to pay for are the salaries for the doctors (an average of
$175 a week!) and the nurses (an average of $125 a week). It supplies the ambulance, building, electric,
water, food and some minimal medical supplies and equipment. The clinic is in deplorable condition and yet
the local folks accept it as it is.

This is a very worthy project. I am not sure what the priorities should be, however. The needs seem to
be so great and widespread. My instinctive reaction is that a weeks visit by a good electrician, carpenter,
plumber and A/C man with the right equipment and parts might be a better use of funds than medical
supplies. It’s hard to fight infection with flies, heat, dirt and stench so very prevalent. The staff there has
done very well with what they have to work with and what is being sent by District 6950 will save a lot of
lives. It is just too bad that we cannot do more. The people there are so very gracious, humble and kind.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS, BOB AND LINDA
On Tuesday, March 22, 2005, Robert “Bob” Garrett, CPA was inducted into the Rotary Club of

Clearwater/Feather Sound in the category of CPA Accounting. Bob’s CPA practice is located at 2861
Executive Drive, Suite 100A in the Feather Sound section of Clearwater.

The following Tuesday on March 29, we were happy to take in Linda Elliott of Century 21 Sunshine
Realty as a new member. Linda hold the Real Estate category and specializes in residential reality in the
Feather Sound area from her office at 2325 Ulmerton Rd., Suite 11.

Both Linda and Bob were sponsored by Herb Thompson and inducted by Past District Governor Ed
Christiano.

Welcome, Linda and Bob, and Thank You, Herb and Ed.
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