
August 31, 2004
The Four-Way Test:

1.Is it the Truth?

2.Is it Fair to all concerned?

3.Will it Build Goodwill
and Better Friendships?

4.Will it be Beneficial to
All concerned?

This W eek:
PFC Christopher Covell

US Marine Corps

Next Week:
to be announced

Lord, help us always to promote and protect hman rights,
for eternal vigilance is the price of freedom. Amen.

adapted from a quote by Raymonde Uy
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Fifty/Fif ty Lucky Card:

the Joker!

Program and Greeter Assignment s:
September, 2004 “New Generations” Dick Bolster and Adam Struckhoff

October, 2004 “Vocational Service” Gail Kasson and Dana Fluet
November, 2004 “Rotary Foundation” Julio Vega and Herb Larson

·  For Information regarding the Clearwater/Feather Sound Rotary Club,
please call Marty Johnstone at (727) 571-4179.

·  Send all club correspondence to P.O. Box 17224, Clearwater, FL 33762-0224.

·  To have information printed in Feather Soundings please contact Dana Fluet at (727) 489-5228.
Articles and requests may be e-mailed to dfluet@tampabay.rr.com or faxed to (727) 442-0820.

Club Information Rotary News

Notable Dates:
09/11 Family of Rot ary Day - USF Football - come and tailgate

10/25-31 Chrysler Championship Golf T ournament - Innisbrook, Palm Harbor
sign up to volunteer and/or participate in Birdies-For-Charity

11/13 Fun ‘n Sun Fundraiser - Sheraton Sand Key

11/30 Honorary Member Luncheon - Come celebrate our honorary members!
same time and place as the normal weekly meeting

12/07 Holiday Dinner Party - NO LUNCHEON MEETING -
Feather Sound Countru Club, 6:30 PM

Birthdays Rotary Anniversaries Wedding Anniversaries

Dick & Joyce Bolster 8/30

ABOUT THIS WEEK’S SPEAKER
Private First Class Christopher “Chris” Covell of the United States Marine Corps completed Recruit

Training at Parris Island, South Carolina in April, 2004. He further enriched his military expertise by
successfully finishing Marine Combat Training at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina in May of that same
year. Most recently, he graduated from Assault Amphibian School at Camp Pendleton, California in
August of 2004.

During his Marine Corps training, PFC Chris earned the National Defense Service Medal. He is
currently attending the University of South Florida and is a Student Pilot.

AFRICAN AND INDIAN ROTARIANS OPEN EYES IN TWO COUNTRIES
By Vukoni Lupa-Lasaga, Rotary International

Many World Community Service projects in Africa are the fruit of joint efforts of Rotary clubs in the
developed world, mostly North America and Europe, and their counterparts in beneficiary countries.
However, a growing number of Rotarians in Asia, from countries with nearly as many unmet needs as
those in Africa, are bucking the trend with a determination to share their own resources and expertise.

One such initiative recently cosponsored by Rotarians in India, Burundi, and Kenya has resulted in
more than 1,000 eye patients in the two African countries receiving sorely needed medical attention.

"It was a tremendous contribution from India to Africa, and we are all proud of it," says Mahendra G.
Mehta, of the Rotary Club of Bombay, who accompanied the medical mission. Mehta is the head of Ratna
Nidhi Charitable Trust, a family foundation that has been supportive of international projects of Indian
Rotary clubs.

Burundi is a war-torn Central African country with a poor medical infrastructure and only two
ophthalmologists for nearly seven million people. It has a large elderly population requiring cataract
surgeries and an equally large number of children with nearsightedness and farsightedness needing
prescription eyeglasses to correct the defects. Although Kenya has better medical facilities, eye specialists
are scarce, and decades of economic and political turmoil have drastically reduced the health sector's
ability to provide adequate care for 2.5 million residents who suffer from eye diseases.

Both countries are in the midst of an increase in the number of those at risk from avoidable blindness.
An awareness of the growing need for experts and supplies inspired Indian Rotarians to team up with
sister clubs in Burundi and Kenya to provide cataract surgery and distribute eyeglasses.

The Rotary Club of Bujumbura, Burundi; Ratna Nidhi Charitable Trust; and Netra Jyoti Parivar
Deesa, an organization in Gujarat, India, were instrumental in putting together a medical mission
comprising a 16-member team of doctors, ophthalmic assistants, and social workers. On 19 June, the team
and a ton of medical equipment and supplies were flown from India for 18 days of eye camps in
Bujumbura and Nairobi, Kenya.

Working nearly 14 hours a day for more than a week, the team of eye specialists performed 631
cataract surgeries and helped distribute 500 spectacles in Bujumbura. On 30 June, the group left for
Nairobi to operate on 136 cataract patients for five days at the Loresho Lions SightFirst Hospital.

"The team received tremendous support from local residents," says Mehta. "Their enthusiasm was
great, and they made available to the team free boarding, lodging, and transportation. A number of
volunteers also helped in the smooth execution of the project."

The June-July medical mission was the second the team has carried out in the region. In April 2003,
it traveled to Bujumbura to provide surgery to 309 cataract patients. The Rotarians coordinating the
project hope to organize more surgeries in the future and distribute up to 5,000 eyeglasses.

"With tears in their eyes, six blind children I'd operated on expressed their gratitude for being able to
see their parents for the first time," says team leader Dr. Kishore Asnani, of the Rotary Club of Deesa,
Gujarat. "It was truly a moving experience. The honorable health minister of Burundi has also expressed
his happiness at this project and requested that such teams come to Burundi more frequently."

The team also received letters of thanks from Aude Ndayizeye, Burundi's first lady, and Jean Minani,
speaker of the National Assembly.


